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The City of Hoboken, NJ is a vibrant and growing city. However, due to its location, riparian heritage, and a 
high-level of impervious surface in the City, many neighborhoods are subject to persistent and sometimes 
severe flooding. In addition to flooding, during storm events, the high volume of stormwater entering Hobo-
ken’s combined sewer system causes the untreated sewage to back up into City streets and basements. The 
City was also severely impacted by coastal storm surge from Hurricane Sandy.   
 

As part of the Hoboken’s post-Sandy resiliency planning, officials have proposed amendments to the City’s 
stormwater management plan and ordinance designed to facilitate the implementation of green infrastructure 
BMPs city-wide. The intent of the changes is to reduce the number of flooding events that impact the City 
each year.   
 

Over the past nine months, researchers from the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at 

Rutgers have been conducting a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) of the proposed stormwater management 

plan amendments. The purpose of the HIA is to help City officials and residents better understand the health 

impacts associated with repetitive flooding, CSO events in Hoboken and the potential health-related affects—

both positive and negative— associated with implementing various green infrastructure BMPs.  This talk will 

describe the HIA process conducted in Hoboken, highlight the findings of the HIA so far and provide an over-

view of emerging recommendations.   

Jon A. Carnegie, AICP/PP, is Executive Director of the Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center at Rutgers Universi-

ty and an adjunct member of the faculty at the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers. He 

is also a facilitator for the New Jersey Health Impact Collaborative, a joint initiative of the Bloustein School and Rut-

gers Biomedical and Health Sciences.  Mr. Carnegie has more than 20 years of experience in the fields of land use and 

transportation planning and policy at the municipal, county and regional level.  He has been or currently serves as the 

principal investigator for a variety of research and planning projects involving a range of land use, transportation and 

environmental policy topics. Mr. Carnegie’s expertise includes: land use planning, community development, public 

engagement, vulnerability/risk assessment, community impact analysis, sustainability, and equity issues related to tradi-

tionally underserved populations.  


